Typical experimental procedure:
A solution of benzoylacetomorpholide (212 mg, 0.91 mmol), (E)-2-(2-phenylethenyl)phenylamine (532 mg, 2.73 mmol) and tolulenesulfonic acid (32 mg) in benzene (5 mL) was heated under reflux for 16 h using a Dean-Stark trap for azeotropic removal of H 2 O. The reaction mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate (100 mL), washed with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate (3 × 50 mL), water (3 × 50 mL), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), and concentrated in vacuo. The crude product was purified by column chromatography over silica gel (20g) (eluted with 1:10 ethyl acetate-hexane) to give 3a (280 mg, 75%).
(Z)-1-(morpholin-4-yl)-3-phenyl-3-{2-[(E)-(2-phenylethenyl)]phenylamino}-prop-2-en-1-one 3a
Colorless needles; yield: 280 mg (75%); mp [138] [139] o C. H, 6.65; N, 6.60. Found: C, 79.17; H, 6.70; N, 6.52 . C, 79.42; H, 6.89; N, 6.39. Found: C, 79.23; H, 6.97; N, 6. 
(Z)-3-{2,4-Dimethyl-6-[(E)-(2-phenylethenyl)]phenylamino}-1-(morpholin-4-yl)-3-phenylprop-2-en-1-one 3c

(Z)-3-{4-Chloro-2-[(E)-(2-phenylethenyl)]phenylamino}-1-phenyl-but-2-en-1-one 3n
Yellow needles; yield: 904 mg ( A mixture of 1,4-naphthoquinone (532 mg, 3.37 mmol), (E)-2-(2-phenylethenyl)phenylamine (329 mg, 1.69 mmol) and copper(II) acetate (336 mg, 1.68 mmol) in MeOH (7 mL) was heated at 60 o C for 16 h. The reaction mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate (100 mL), washed with water (3 × 50 mL), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), and concentrated in vacuo. The crude product was purified by column chromatography over silica gel (20g) (eluted with 1: 3: 10 ethyl acetate-CH 2 Cl 2 -hexane) to give 11a (487 mg, 82%).
2-{2-[(E)-(2-Phenylethenyl)]phenylamino}-1,4-naphthoquinone 11a
Red needles; yield: 487 mg (82%); mp 160-161 o C.
IR (KBr) 3340, 1670, 1615, 1510, 1350 cm -1 .
Anal. Calcd for C 24 H 17 NO 2 : C, 82.03; H, 4.88; N, 3.99. Found: C, 81.84; H, 4.87; N, 3.93 . 
2-{[4-Methyl-2-[(E)-(2-phenylethenyl)]phenylamino}-1,4-naphthoquinone 11b
2-{2-[(E)-2-(4-Methoxyphenyl)ethenyl]phenylamino]}-1,4-naphthoquinone 11f
